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Apr 13, 2004 



US-PAT-NO: 6721713 

DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 6721713 Bl 

TITLE: Business alliance identification in a web architecture framework 
DATE-ISSUED: April 13, 2004 
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NAME 

Guheen; Michael F. 
Mitchell; James D. 
Barrese; James J. 
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WO 97/21179 June 1997 WO 



OTHER PUBLICATIONS 



Stein, Tom; Manufacturing: Key Word: Integration; Information week, p223+; dialog 
copy pp. 1-7 . 



ART-UNIT: 362 9 

PRIMARY -EXAMINER : Dixon; Thomas A. 
ATT Y- AGE NT -FIRM : Merchant & Gould P.C. 



ABSTRACT : 

A system, method and article of manufacture are provided for identifying alliances 
among a plurality of business entities in components of a network framework. First, 
alliances are identified among a plurality of business entities in terms of 
components of a current network framework. Next, a pictorial representation is 
displayed of the current network framework and the components. The alliances are 
then conveyed by indicia coding the components of the current network framework in 
which the alliances exist. 



10 Claims, 177 Drawing figures 
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PRIOR-ART-DISCLOSED : 



□ 





U.S. 


PATENT DOCUMENTS 


g 


PAT -NO 


ISSUE-DATE 


PATENTEE -NAME 


US-CL 


4348744 


September 1982 


White 




4422158 


December 1983 


Galie 


707/5 


5086394 


February 1992 


Shapira 


705/1 


5122952 


June 1992 
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July 1992 
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Clark et al. 
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Masand et al . 
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Poggio et al . 


395/133 


5446686 


August 1995 


Bosnyak et al . 


365/49 


5450504 


September 1995 


Calia 


382/118 



ART-UNIT: 275 

PR I MARY -EXAMINER : MacDonald; Allen R. 
ASSISTANT- EXAMINER : Patel; Jagdish 

ATTY-AGENT-FIRM: Lenart; Robert P. Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC 
ABSTRACT : 

This invention relates to an automated method for identifying matches between a set 
of predetermined traits and a set of preferences. This method can be used to find 
compatible matches in a variety of situation s where participants are identified by 
a profile of traits and a set of criteria desired in at match, including, for 
example, matching candidates to residency program, and matching job hunters with 
employment opportunities. The present invention offers advantages and improvements 
over prior computer matching systems because, it provides an automated, effective 
method for matching traits with corresponding preferences and insures that only 
matches of the highest degree are made. The, present invention utilizes two-way 
matching of selected criteria, which measures not only how compatible the potential 
match is with the desired traits of the user, but also how well the user fits the 
potential match's idea of the perfect match. 

25 Claims, 12 Drawing figures 
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T: 705/400; 7 05/jfe, 705/26^ 705/27 / 705/30* 705/35, 10b/y6, 705/37, 
10, 707/100, 707/200 c \ V~ S 
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20002/0035520 March 2002 WO 
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Valentine, Automated Valuation Models Speed the Appraisal Process, [retrieved on 
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Apr. 9, 2002], Retrieved from the Internet : <URL : 
http/ /www. banking . com/aba/mortgage_019 9 . asp> . 

0 ! Rourke, Automated Valuation Models — threat and opportunity. Appraisal today 
[online], Sep. 1998 [retrieved on Apr. 9, 2002 ]. Retrieved from the Internet : <URL : 
http//www. appraisaltoday . com/avms . htm> . 

O'Rourke, Where Have We Been and Where Are We Going? O f Rourke f s predictions for 
1999. Appraisal Today [online], Jan. 1999 [retrieved on Apr. 9, 2002]. Retrieved 
from the Internet : <URL : http://www.appraisaltoday.com/samplel.htm>. 
Case Shiller Weiss, [retrieved on Apr. 9, 2002] Retrieved from the Internet: <URL: 
http : //www. cswcasa . com/> . 

Automated valuation models spped the appraisal process 
(Http : //www. banking . com/aba/mortgate) . * 

Automated valuation models — threat and Opportunity (Appraisal Today, Oct. 1999) . 
ART-UNIT: 3621 

PR I MARY -EXAMINER : Trammel 1; James P. 



ASSISTANT-EXAMINER: Sherr; C Owen 
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Agrawal et al. 


705/10 


5825651 


October 1998 


Gupta et al. 
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et al . 
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January 2000 
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al. 
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et al. 
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al. 
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JP 
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JP 
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JP 
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JP 
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JP 
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April 1999 


JP 


11-110410 


April 1999 


JP 
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April 1999 


JP 


11-134345 


May 1999 


JP 
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May 1999 


JP 


11-143900 
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JP 


11-164217 


June 1999 


JP 


11-161670 
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11-175546 
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JP 


11-184890 
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JP 
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JP 


11-195035 
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JP 


11-205706 


July 1999 


JP 


11-232287 
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JP 


11-212996 


August 1999 


JP 


11-232278 


August 1999 


JP 


11-509019 
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JP 


11-259497 


September 1999 


JP 


11-250091 


September 1999 


JP 


11-282874 
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JP 


11-272574 
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JP 


11-282875 
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JP 


11-312177 


November 19 99 


JP 
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JP 
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JP 
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JP 
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JP 
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JP 
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JP 
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^Word of Mouth s ", Chi 1 95 Conference Proceedings on Human Factors in Computing 
Systems, 210-216 (May 7-11, 1995). 

Terveen, L. et al . , "Phoaks: A System for Sharing Recommendations", Communications 
of the ACM, 40(3):59-62 (Mar. 1997). 
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Information Systems, 1996, Australian and New Zealand Conference, pp. 6-9, Nov. 
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Montani et al . , "A Case-based Reasoning System for Diabetic Patient Therapy," 
Proceedings on the Third International Conference on Neural Networks and Expert 
Systems in Medicine Healthcare, pp. 160-168, Sep. 1998. 
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NAME 
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Luck et al . 
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Burt 
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Winters 
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5124911 


June 1992 


Sack 


705/10 
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Priest 


706/62 


5182793 


January 1993 


Alexander et al. 


706/13 


5239617 


August 1993 


Gardner et al . 


706/11 


5241624 


August 19 93 


Torres 


345/429 


5347614 
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Yamada et al . 


706/59 
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5448727 


September 1995 


Annevelink 
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January 1996 


Winokur et al. 
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Miller 


707/10 


5583763 


December 1996 


Atcheson et al . 


707/3 


5615342 


March 1997 


Johnson 


705/27 


5664111 


September 1997 


Nahan et al . 


705/27 


5687290 


November 1997 


Lewis 


706/45 


5706442 


January 1998 


Anderson et al . 


705/27 


5712960 


January 1998 


Chiopris et al. 


706/61 


5724508 


March 1998 


Harple, Jr. et al . 


709/205 


5724521 


March 1998 


Dedrick 


705/26 


5732398 


March 1998 


Tagawa 


705/5 


5745882 


April 1998 


Bixler et al . 


705/26 


5758328 


March 1998 


Giovannoli 


705/27 


5761649 


June 1998 


Hill 


705/27 
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S. Hedberg, "Agents for sale: first wave of intelligent agents go commercial," IEEE 

Expert, vol. 11, No. 6, pp. 16-19, Dec. 1996. 

F.-C. Cheong, Internet Agents: Spiders, Wanderers, Brokers, and Bots, New Riders 
Publishing, pp. 61-78, Dec. 1996. 

Brule, James F., Fuzzy System — A Tutorial, (1985) . 

Elkan, Charles, "The Paradoxical Success of Fuzzy Logic", IEEE Expert, Aug. 1994. 
Wan et al, "Document Management Through Hypertext: A Logic Modeling Approach", IEEE 
Annual Hawaii International Conference on System Sciences, 1994. 
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